
A PERSONAL INTRODUCTION FOR HORACIO PAGANI

VISION GTa
THE TWIN-SHELL GRAND TOURER

Created a n d directed by Ashley St John - a British car e nthusia  s t who lost his s i g h t but refused to lea v e the 
automotive world.

Can autonomous technology return genuine automotive independence to
somebody who lost the legal ability to drive - while creating a car desired for its 
beauty, character a nd emotion?
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THE DESIGN

ONE RECOGNISABLE ARCHITECTURE
Two i nter locking a e r o d y n a m i c sh e l ls surround a f loat ing g l a s s 2 +2 c abi n. Air is c h a n n e l le d t hr o ugh th e central 
val l e y, whi le th e outer sh e l ls form th e w h eel shoulders ,  rear ha unc  he s an d act i ve a e r o d y n a m i c surfaces.  

OVERHEAD - twin sh e l l s ,  c e ntra l airf low v a l l ey  an d f loa t ing gl as s c a b i n

PROFILE - long- bo nne t GT p res en c e, re interpreted for an EV ACCESS - two d ra m at i c doors an d a p rac t i c a l 2+ 2 c a b i n

TWIN SHELLS

The bod y ha s its ow n architecture rather 
t h a n borrowed decoration.

ACTIVE AERO

The rear shel l  ed ges d epl oy together above 
70 m ph. 

AUTONOMY

Digita l  mirrors a nd a voice- f irst, tactile 
ca b i n support road use.

E ar l y - s t a ge d es ig n co ncept . Eng i ne e r i ng, hom ologat  ion an d t y pe appro val r em a in subject to spec ia l i st  develo pm ent .
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THE CABIN

ONE INTERIOR. TWO MODES.
A tact i le ,  voice- first au t on om ou s e n vi ro n m e nt for Ashley an d other sight- i m p a i re d o c c upant  s , with co n ce a l e d driving 
controls a v a i l a b l e to an authorised si gh t e d driver.

AUTONOMOUS MODE - y o ke f ully c o n c ea l ed , s ymme t r i ca l tact i le an d voice- f irst interface

APPROVED MANUAL MODE - co mp a ct y o ke an d driver d isp la y d ep l o y ed af ter biometric  authorisation

2 +2 CABIN

Two full front seats with two small 
occasional rear seats. 

CONVERSATIONAL

Natural voice d i al ogue, spati  a l aud i o and 
clear journey upd ates. 

SECURE

E ye a nd f ingerprint checks release controls 
to a veri f ied l i censed driver.

Dark- grey wo ven carbon structures, t an leather an d restrained m a c hi ne d - a l um i ni um touchpoints. M an u al control rem ains subject  to law an d approval.
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DESIGNED TO BE USED

LUGGAGE WITHOUT LOSING THE FORM.
A g r a n d tourer n eed s real l u g g a g e  cap aci t y, but th e original  rear d e si gn m u st not be c om p r om i se d. The o pe ni ng 
m e c ha ni s m r e m a i ns an en g i n e er i n g st u dy rather t h a n a forced v i su al solution.

ORIGINAL REAR DESIGN - the l u g g a ge  o pe ni ng is intent ional ly  unre s o l v e d rather t h an forced into the body

PACKAGING TARGET

Useful l u ggage space for two compact weekend b a g s and 
charging accessories.

DESIGN PRIORITY

No visible boot cut l ine will be ad d ed until the mechani sm can 
preserve the twin- shell form.

ACTIVE AERO

The deployable rear ed ge remains a separate engineering and 
p ac kagi  n g requirement.

21 / 22 INCH

21- inch front and 22 - inch rear wheels,  with a wider rear tyre for 
traction and stance.

Proposed p ac k ag i n g vo lum e an d m ec h a n is m s require CAD p ac k agi  n g , seal ing,  d r ai n age , crash an d aero validation.
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MANUAL CONTROL MODE

DEPLOYED ONLY WHEN AUTHORISED.
Autonomy is th e de f au l t . A l i c en sed driver c a n r eq u est m a nua l control, but th e car r el eases it only a f ter entit lement, 
i dentity an d sy st e m - saf e t y c h e c k s ar e complete.  

MANUAL MODE - co mp a ct y o ke,  driver d isp la y , b ra k e an d accelerator in their locked o pe ra ti ng positions

0 1 VERIFY Confirm a val id driving entit lement,  then m a t ch the authorised driver's e ye a nd f ingerprint identity.

0 2 DEPLOY A com pact steering colum n a nd d isplay rise f rom a reinforced upper- d ash cassette a nd lock mechanical  l y .

0 3 PEDALS Brake a nd accelerator rotate f rom a seal  ed footwell cassette a nd conf irm position through red und ant sensors.

0 4 RELEASE M a nua l propulsion i s enabled only w hen s teering,  ped al s , seat,  restraint a nd driver- monitoring checks agree.

AIRBAG AND FAIL-SAFE POSITION

The s te e r i ng m o d ul e would require a certif ied c ol la p sib l e c olu m n an d ai r b ag instal lat ion,  protected wiring, me c h a n i ca l c ra s h locks an d a f ixed restraint  
s t rat e gy . An y f au l t returns the car to a s a f e stop; it m us t n ev er ha nd over part ia l control.

This sy st e m is technical ly p laus ib le but rem ains a major engineer ing an d homologation workstream, not a production- ready claim.
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EV BATTERY AND DRIVE PLATFORM

1, 000 HP. FOUR-MOTOR AWD.
A rear- b iased electric all-wheel- drive proposal :  i nde pe nde nt control a t e ve ry wheel ,  cal i brated for a f ast , stable 
g r a n d tourer rather t h a n an unus  a bl e h e adl in  e f i gure.

FRONT MOTORS

2 x 200 HP

POWER SYSTEM

800 V CLASS

BATTERY FLOOR

SOLID-STATE TARGET

REAR MOTORS

2 x 300 HP

0 - 62 MPH

under 2. 8 sec

t arget  est im at e

TOP SPEED

200 mph 

electronical ly limited 

BATTERY

solid- state preferred

p ac k subject  to validation

ELECTRICAL

800 V c l ass 

high- po wer DC charging

DRIVE

four i ndepe n d e nt motors

predictive torque vectoring

CHARACTER

rear- bi ased AWD

GT stabil ity an d response 

All f i gures are concept t arget  s requiring simulation, battery- partner input, engineer ing val idation, homologat ion an d t ype approval.
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WHY I AM WRITING

Dear Mr. P ag an i ,

I hope this finds you well.

My name is Ashley St John. In March 2 0 2 4 s udde n sight loss left m e severely sight impaired a nd no longer 
l egal ly  a bl e to drive. I understand the difference between a private dr e a m a nd a motor car that c an be 
engineered,  appro ved a nd built.

I could ha v e accepted that cars were no longer part of my future. Instead,  I b ega  n Vision GTa: an attempt to 
create s o m e t hi ng beautiful  f rom what ha ppe n e d, a nd to a sk whether auto no mo us techno lo gy could return 
genui n e auto mo tive indep e n d e nce without remo v i n g emotion f rom the car.

The orig inating i d ea, concept a nd creative direction are m i ne . I us e ass i s t i v e a nd AI-supported v i sual isatio n 
tools to translate, review a nd refine my instructions. I a m not pres e nt i n g m y se l f as a n auto mo t ive engi n e er, 
nor pretending t ha t these i m a ge s are f inished engineering.

My first request is s im p ly for your ho nest reaction. But my greater ho pe is that,  if the idea spea  k s to yo u, 
P ag an i m i g h t o ne da y consider a ssess i  ng it as a special  project - interpreting, engi n e er i n g a nd develo pin g 
it with the serio usness it would require, while a l lo wing m e to remain part of its creative story.

If a lawful auto no mo us prototype were ever achieve d, my personal ambit io  n would be to undertake its first 
demonstrat ion journey: not as a publicity stunt,  but as proof of what the techno lo gy could return to peo ple 
who ha v e lost the l ega l abil ity to drive.

Ashley St John
F o und e r a n d Creat ive Director - Vis ion GTa 

United Ki n g d o m | ashley@larq.uk

I am not a s k i n g for an im m e d ia t e co mmitme n t , i nvestm en t or unpa i d work. I am a s k i n g whether this 
idea has e n o u g h identity,  emotion a nd purpose to b egi n a serious conversation.

Warmest regards
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My name is Ashley St John. In March 2024, sudden sight loss left me severely sight impaired and no longer

mailto:ashley@larq.uk

